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PREFACE 

This field guide provides information on butterflies recorded in Kaya Kauma forest. To date, 85 butterfly 

species have been recorded in Kaya Kauma forest in the coastal region of Kenya. This, field has initiated 

the first version with some illustrations on some of the butterfly species. The guide also offers hands-on 

information on species’ common name, scientific name, wingspan, and a description of each of the species 

that exist in Kaya Kauma forest,in Kilifi County, Kenya. 

The guide is written based on butterfly records from two surveys undertaken in the Kaya Kauma Forest and 

surrounding landscapes in 2018 and 2020. The Sacred Kaya Kauma forest adjacent community largely 

dependends on nature for survival. Butterflies are insects that provide pollination services to both farm 

crops and wild flora thus ensuring a sustainable healthy environment. The butterfly-based enterprises offer 

livelihood options that are environmentally friendly. Butterfly farming has been recognized as an important 

income generating nature-based enterprise. Other than sale of pupae in both local and international markets, 

it presents an opportunity for eco-cultural tourism for the larger urban population from the fast-emerging 

towns. Butterflies largely depend on plant species to complete their life cycle. The butterfly enterprise is 

therefore bound to enhance establishment of tree nurseries and tree planting for these mini live stocks.  

Lack of appropriately-skilled trainers is a major constraint in the advancement of butterfly farming. 

Additionally, appropriate tools for identifying and managing the target insect species, lack of appropriate 

insect farming materials and training possibilities add to the list of constraints to insect-based enterprises 

in most rural areas.  Though butterflies are familiar to many of the forest adjacent communities but they 

need guidance in the identification of the species. This field guide to the butterflies of the sacred Mijikenda 

Kaya Forests World Heritage Site: Kaya Kauma Forest will help support the identification of butterfly 

species by the farmers, school children in clubs involved in environmental conservation and the general 

public members that have interest in butterflies. This guide will therefore provide an important tool that 

will enable farmers to easily identify and familiarize themselves with different butterfly species. 

vi
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THE BUTTERFLY LIFE CYCLE: ILLUSTRATED WITH THE CHRISTMAS 
BUTTERFLY 

The Christmas butterfly belongs to a family of butterflies known as Papilionidae (the 

swallowtails with hindwing with prominent tails). The scientific name for the Christmas butterfy 

is Papilio demodocus and the common name is also referred to the citrus butterfly or the orange 

dog and is found all over Kenya. It loves flying in gardens and bushes feeding on nectar from 

flowers using its long straw like mouth. In the process of visiting flowers, it transfers pollen from 

flower to flower using the wings, mouth parts and other parts of the body making them produce 

fruit and seed. This process is called pollination. Through pollination, plants continue to grow 

and give us and other animals food. 

 

 

The Christmas butterfly sipping nectar from flowers 

 

The Christmas butterfly lays eggs on cultivated citrus trees like the lemon and orange tree as well 
as their wild relatives thus the other names, citrus butterfly and orange dog. The butterfly loves 
the citrus trees because they are shiny and smell nice and the female butterflies find them using 
sensors on the tips of the front legs. 

The Life Cycle of the Christmas Butterfly 
 

The life cycle of this butterfly has four stages: Egg-Larva-Pupa- Adult 

Eggs: The female Christmas butterfly lays eggs on leaves of citrus trees, domesticated and wild 
ones too. 
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Papilio butterfly eggs on leaves of a citrus seedling 

Larva: This is mainly a feeding stage known as larvae or caterpillar. The caterpillar sheds the 
skin to allow for more growth and each stage is called an instar. Most of the butterfly catterpillars 
goes through 5 or 6 instars before changing into the next stage, the pupae. 

  

Young Christmas butterfly caterpillars that look like bird droppings 

 

 

  

Mature Christmas butterfly caterpillars blending with leaves 

Pupae: The grown up caterpillar stops eating and changes into a different stage, called the 

pupa. It does not eat; it is a resting stage during which the caterpillar changes into a butterfly. 
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.  

Pupae of the Christmas butterfly 

Adult: The adult Christmas butterfly emerges from the pupa with wings folded and stretches 
them out ready for flying. 

 

Christmas butterfly with wings stretched out ready for flight 
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BUTTERFLY SPECIES DETAILS 

SWALLOWTAILS (PAPILIONIDAE) 
 

Common name: White-Dappled Swallowtail 

Scientific name: Graphium philonoe (Ward, 1873) 

Wingspan: 5.5-6.5 cm 

Notes: A black butterfly with elegant white spots dominating the wings. The underside 

of the wings has red patches at the base. Hind wings have no tails. Sexes are similar.  Both 

sexes are attracted to flowers. Its habitat consists of coastal and riparian forests. The 

caterpillars feed on family Annonaceae including Artabotrys Uvaria. 

  

Common name: Flying Handkerchief 

Scientific name: Papilio dardanus (Brown, 1776) 

Wingspan: 10-20 cm 

Notes: This is a large butterfly with highly pronounced sexual dimorphism. The males 

are cream colored with tails while the females have different forms without tails. The 

Flying Handkerchief is a master of batesian mimicry. All the females imitate some other 

uneatable species of butterflies like Amauris niavius, Danaus chrysippus, Amauris 

echeria and Acraea poggei.  The basic habitat is evergreen forest but sometimes it can 

penetrate into gardens and secondary forests. The species is widely spread within Africa. 
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The early stage host plants are the Rutaceae (Clausena, Citrus, Teclea, Fagar, 

Caledendron). 

 

  

 

Common name: Constantine's Swallowtail 

Scientific name: Papilio constantinus (Ward, 1871) 

Wingspan: 8.0-9.0 cm 

Notes: The butterfly is medium sized with cream bands and prominent tails. There is 

slight sexual dimorphism with the males having well-developed androconial patches on 

the wings of the upper forewing. The species is common in coastal forests. The preferred 

habitat is forest habitat with the males flying along forest roads often feeding on flowers. 

The females remain in the forest seeking out for food plants. Its flight period is during the 

warmer months peaking from November to February.  It is essentially an East African 

Species. The larvae of this butterfly mainly found in Clausena and Teclea. 
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Common name: Narrow Green-Banded Swallowtail 

Scientific name: Papilio nireus (Doubleday, 1845) 

Wingspan: 10-12 cm 

Notes: The basic color of Papilio nireus is black with narrow green bands on the wings. 

The species easily differentiated from Papilio desmondi teita, by its much narrower green 

band. Females of this species differ from their males by being lighter and lack white 

marginal hind wing spots present in the males. It flies year-round, with peaks from 

November to February. Its preferred habitat is forest but it is also found in disturbed 

areas. The species is distributed throughout Africa. The species larval stage feeds on 

cultivated citrus and any wild Rutaceae including Clausena, Teclea and Toddalia.   

  

Common name: Christmas Butterfly 
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Scientific name: Papilio demodocus (Esper, 1798) 

Wingspan: 9.0 -11 cm 

Notes: This is readily recognized swallowtail in Africa. The butterfly has dark brown 

and pale yellow checkerboard pattern on all its wings. The hind wings have no tails. The 

species is a familiar garden butterfly, also observed on forest edges pausing to feed from 

flowers.  It regularly visits damp patches. The butterfly is found everywhere south of the 

Sahara. The species larval stage feeds on cultivated citrus and any wild Rutaceae 

including Clausena, Teclea and Toddalia.   

 

 

 

WHITES AND YELLOWS (PIERIDAE) 
 

Common name: Sulphur Orange Tip 

Scientific name: Colotis eucharis (Klug, 1829) 

Wingspan: 3.6-5.0 cm  

Notes: Males are light yellow in color with large orange wing tip and less black markings. 

The females sometimes lack the orange wing tip and have more black markings. Seasonal 

variation is exhibited; male wet season form being immaculate underside and dry season 

form being variegated with brown.  The species is observed in large numbers in flowering 

bushes. Larval food plants are Capparaceae (Maerua, Boscia, Capparis and Cadaba). 
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Common name: Round Winged Orange Tip 

Scientific name: Colotis euippe (Linne, 1758) 

Wingspan: 3.5-4.0 cm 

Notes: A common elegant and beautiful butterfly with wings more rounded than other 

Orange Tipped members. The inner margin of the orange patch is curved evenly. Males 

have white and black wings with red-orange wing tips edged with black. Females are 

darker and more heavily marked. This species has a widespread range of habitats, 

including bush, savanna and forest. Larvae have been recorded on Capparaceae (Maerua, 

Boscia, Capparis and Cadaba). 

  

 

Common name: African Emigrant 

Scientific name: Catopsilia florella (Fabricius, 1775) 

Wingspan: 5.5-6.0 cm 
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Notes: This is one of the most common butterflies observed flying along forest edges and 

farmlands. The wings of this species have a characteristic spot on the underside. The 

males are greenish-white in color while the females are variable, from dull white to yellow. 

Its flight is fast frequently visiting flowers. Migrations of the species can be observed often 

in the company of other species. The larval food plant is Sesbania and Cassia, often 

attended by ant. 

   

Common name: Scarlet Tip 

Scientific name: Colotis danae (Fabricius, 1775) 

Wingspan: 4.0-4.5 cm 

Notes: This is a beautiful striking butterfly. Males have white wings with bright scarlet 

wing tips. Females are darker with variable blackish markings on the wings. The species 

has seasonal variation with dry season form being reddish brown below instead of white. 

The species can be found in large numbers in flowering bushes. Caterpillars feed on 

Capparaceae (Maerua, Boscia, Capparis and Cadaba). 
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Common name: Yellow Orange Tip 

Scientific name: Colotis auxo (Buler, 1881) 

Wingspan: 3.5-4.0 cm 

Notes: This is a pretty and attractive butterfly resembling the above one in both habitat 

and pattern. The species is larger and has bright yellow color. Has strong seasonal 

variation. It likes wetter conditions and is observed in large numbers circling round a 

flowering Cadaba or Maerua.  Caterpillars feed on genera Capparaceae (Cadaba) 

  

Common name: Black-Marked Orange Tip 

Scientific name: Colotis daira (Sharpe, 1890) 

Wingspan: 3.0-4.0 cm  

Notes: The inner margin of the orange tip is curved evenly and not straight. The males 

have black shading along the inner margin of the forewing and a black margin at the hind 

wing. Females are variable in ground color. It is a common savanna species. The species 

tend to settle on bare ground. Caterpillars feed on Capparis and Cadaba (Capparaceae). 
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Common name: African Caper 

Scientific name: Belenois creona (Stoll, 1781) 

Wingspan: 4.0-4.5 cm 

Notes: The species has a broader black borders compared to the Brown-Veined White 

with few white markings in the black. The underside veins not underlined with black. 

Females may be creamy yellow and extensive black markings. The species prefers savanna 

habitat and involved in migratory tendencies. Caterpillars feed on several species of 

Capparaceae including Maerua and Capparis. 

  

Common name: Regal Purple Tip 

Scientific name: Colotis regina (Trimen, 1863) 

Wingspan: 4.5-6.2 cm 

Notes: A beautiful butterfly with the males having large purple apical patch inwardly 

bordered by black. The females are larger with darker markings and spotted forewings. 

In Kenya, the species is found in coastal region mainly in woodland areas. Its flight is fast 
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and higher above the ground. Larval food plants are mainly Capparis and Boscia 

(Capparaceae) 

  

Common name: Caper White 

Scientific name: Belenois aurota (Fabricius, 1793) 

Wingspan: 4.0-4.5 cm 

Notes: This beautiful butterfly has white wings with veins of the hind wing underlined in 

black. It has slight sexual dimorphism with females having more black markings and light 

yellow ground color. Common species of savanna, also colonizing open areas of forest 

zone. They are involved in migration in large numbers. Caterpillars feed on Capparis and 

Maerua.  

   

Common name: Zebra White 

Scientific name: Pinacopteryx eriphia (Butler, 1886) 

Wingspan: 3.5-4.0 cm 
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Notes: Unmistakable butterfly with black and cream stripes resembling a zebra. It is a 

widely distributed savanna species. It also occurs in dense vegetation. It flies low, visiting 

flowers freely. The caterpillars feed on Maerua and Cadaba (Capparidaceae) 

   

Common name: Tiny Orange Tip 

Scientific name: Colotis evagore (Boisduval, 1836) 

Wingspan: 2.5-3.5 cm 

Notes: This is the smallest and delicate of the orange-tipped species. The male has a large 

orange patches and black edges on their forewings. Females are extremely variable, with 

more black and grey markings on their wings. This species is common in grasslands and 

savanna. The flight is weak flattering and staying low among flowers and herbs. Larvae 

feed on Capparis, Maerua and Cadaba (Capparaceae) 

   

Blues and Coppers (Lycaenidae) 

 



15 
 

Common name: Tropical Pentila 

Scientific name: Pentila tropicalis (Boisduval, 1847) 

Wingspan: 3.0-3.5 cm 

Notes: A delicately small and pretty butterfly. The wings are pale orange, covered with 

small black dots. The four wings are rounded. The upper side of the four wings is black 

bordered at the margins.  Underside of the wings marked with fine black spots. Forest 

butterfly that is mainly coastal, sometimes extending inlands. Can be locally common 

visiting flowering plants. Caterpillars feed on lichens.  

  

Common name: Common Zebra Blue 

Scientific name: Leptotes pirithous (Linne, 1767) 

Wingspan: ̴̴ 3.0 cm 

Notes: A common medium-sized butterfly. There are a number of similar, closely related 

species. Males are more uniformly blue above with tiny tails and a black spot on the hind 

wings. Females have blue and white patterning on the upper side and intricately mottled 

brown and white on the underside. Very common and widespread in a wide range of 

habitats including gardens and cultivated land. Dense forests are normally avoided. Fond 

of swarming around the food plant and the visit flowers. The larvae feed on a number of 

plants in Leguminosae including Vigna, Indigofera, Medicago, Sesbania, Pisum,Burkea 

and others.  
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Scientific name: Zizula hylax (Fabricius, 1775) 

Wingspan: 1.5-1.7 cm 

Notes: A tiny, delicate and dainty butterfly. The species has characteristic black spot at 

the center of forewing underside. The male upper side of the wings is a soft blue and grey 

with a broad black margin. Females are normally dark brown, sometimes with blue 

markings. The undersides of the wings are grey, with black, white-ringed dots. Highly 

common butterfly in a wide range of habitats including lawns and cultivated gardens. On 

settling, individuals wave their wings from side to side. Flowers are visited by both sexes.  
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Common name: Rayed Blue 

Scientific name: Actizera stellata (Trimen, 1883)?? 

Wingspan: 2.0-2.2 cm/ 1.5-1.7 cm 

Notes: A tiny, pretty butterfly with rounded wings. The underside of the hind wing has a 

prominent white radial stripe that crosses it. The upper side of the wings is soft blue with 

a hint of violet. The underside has a distinctive pattern of grey with white-edged, black 

dots. Widespread butterfly found mostly in highland areas and wetter habitats. Flies low, 

close to the ground, fluttering over grasses. Fond of visiting flowers. Caterpillars feed on 

a wide range of plants, including clovers (Fabaceae) and legumes.  
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BRUSH-FOOTED BUTTERFLIES (NYMPHALIDAE) 
 

Common name: Swamp Patroller 

Scientific name: Henotesia perspicua (Trimen, 1873) 

Wingspan: 3.5-4.0 cm 

Notes: Medium sized beautiful brown butterfly. The forewing has two eyespots, small 

and large sized. Hind wing upper side has a series of small eyespots. The underside 

cryptically patterned with a pale line. Widespread in open habitats. Often found in 

sheltered spots in bush among rocks and tall grasses. Caterpillars feed on various grasses 

(Poaceae) 

  

Common name: Broad Bordered Acraea 

Scientific name: Acraea anemosa (Hewitson, 1865) 

Wingspan: 5.0-6.4 cm 

Notes: A medium-sized butterfly easily distinguished from the underside of the hind 

wings. There is broad black border with bright white spots. A narrow orange band 

fringes the black border. The discal area is pink with no black spots. The basal area is 

black with a profusion of white spots. A butterfly of savanna and open forests. The flight 

is usually low and deliberate. Larvae feed on Passifloraceae (Modecca, Adenia), and 

Vitidaceae (Vitis). 
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Common name: White Barred Charaxes 

Scientific name: Charaxes brutus (Cramer, 1779) 

Wingspan: 7.5-8.5 cm 

Notes: Powerfully built butterfly readily recognized by black pointed wings with white 

discal band crossing both pairs of wings. The white band breaks into spots on the 

forewing. Female band broader than those of the males.  Common and widespread species 

in forest, woodland and gardens. Flies quite high and fast settling on fermenting tree sap. 

Caterpillars feed on family Meliaceae including Trichilia, Turraea, Melia,) 

   

Common name: Neobule Acraea 

Scientific name: Acraea neobule (Doubleday, 1847) 

Wingspan: 4.0-4.4 cm 
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Notes: An elegant, medium-sized butterfly. The forewings are orange with a broad semi-

transparent silvery tip. The hind wings are orange with narrow black border and spots. 

The underside of the wings is silvery. Common and widespread species in the genus. 

Inhabits open and disturbed habitats including gardens, cultivated areas, grasslands, 

bush and savanna. Flight is variable, either slow or fast, and sometimes erratic. Larvae 

feed on Adenia, Passiflora (Passifloraceae) and Hybanthus (Violaceae).  

  

Common name: Common Bush Brown 

Scientific name: Bicyclus safitza (Hewitson, 1851) 

Wingspan: 4.0-5.0 cm 

Notes: Medium sized, easily recognizable butterfly with characteristic large eyespot on 

the underside of the wings. There is combination of small and large eyespot on the 

forewing upper side, and light small apical markings. Edges of the hind wings are slightly 

wavy. One of the most common butterflies in Kenya, mainly a savanna species also 

colonizes open places and roads in forests. Larvae feed on various species of grasses 

(Poaceae) 
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Common name: Golden Piper 

Scientific name: Eurytela dryope (Aurivillius, 1898) 

Wingspan: 4.0-5.5 cm 

Notes: A distinctive butterfly with brown streamlined wings. The broad sub-marginal 

bands on all four wings distinguish it from any other butterfly in Kenya. Both sexes are 

similar. Common and wide spread butterfly in forests and savanna areas. Caterpillars feed 

on Tragia (Euphorbiaceae) and on castor oil plants (Ricinus). 

  

Common name: Pearl Spotted Charaxes 

Scientific name: Charaxes jahlusa (Joicey & Talbot, 1925) 

Wingspan: 4.3-6.2 cm  

Notes: A small beautiful unmistakable Charaxes. The upper side of the species is foxy-

red with black markings. The species has tails. Sexual dimorphism is slight. This species 

is coastal extending to Voi and Taita Hills. The species prefers open Acacia forest and 

Brachysegia woodland. Caterpillars feed mainly on Sapindaceae (Haplocoelum, Pappea) 

  



22 
 

  

Common name: Green-Veined Charaxes 

Scientific name: Charaxes candiope (Godart, 1824) 

Wingspan: 7.0-8.0 cm 

Notes: This is unmistakable butterfly with characteristic green color of veins and costa 

of the base of the forewing underside. The green veins visible when the butterfly is at rest 

with wings folded. Upper side of the wings are yellow, orange or brown.  Most common 

of all Charaxes, occurring in gardens, forests and woodlands. Adults feed on dung or 

fermenting sap on trees. Larvae food plants are crotons (Euphorbiaceae).  

   

Common name: Club-Tailed Charaxes 

Scientific name: Charaxes zoolina (Westwood, 1850) 

Wingspan: 3.5-4.0 cm 
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Notes: A medium sized charaxes with strongly falcate wing shape. The male has one long 

club shaped tail on the hind wings while the females have two such tails. Both sexes are 

seasonally polymorphic (Wet and dry season forms). Dry season form is reddish-brown 

embellished with light brown. Wet season form is cream in color. Occurs in drier areas, 

in savanna and acacia bush land and in the coastal forests. Caterpillars feed on Acacia 

including Acacia brevispica and Acacia schweinfurthi.  

  

  

Common name: Pearl Charaxes 

Scientific name: Charaxes varanes (Mabille, 1876) 

Wingspan: 6.5-7.5 cm 

Notes: A distinctive large butterfly with luminous white wings with broad orange-brown 

bands with golden orange spots. The hind wings have a single tail. Sexes are similar. 

Widely spread species in range of habitats including forest, savanna, bush and woodland. 

The flight is fast, moving up and down a regular path. Perches in trees and visits 

fermenting sap sites. Caterpillars feed on Sapindaceae (Allophyllus, Schmidelia and 

Cardiospermum) 
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Common name: Danaid Eggfly 

Scientific name: Hypolimnas misippus (Linne, 1764) 

Wingspan: 5.0-6.0 cm 

Notes: A beautiful butterfly, exhibiting sexual dimorphism. The males have bold white 

spots edged with luminous purple on a deep jet-black background on the wings. The 

female is a perfect mimic of the common African Queen, which they are often confused. 

The females are orange with varying amounts of black and white markings. They have 

more pronounced veins and a wavy margin to the wing edges. The species is found nearly 

anywhere but prefers mainly open formations and disturbed habitats. Caterpillars feed 

on a range of plants including Portulaca spp (Portulacaceae), Asystasia, Justicia, 

Blepharis and Ruellia (Acanthaceae). 

  

Common name: Blue Spotted Charaxes 

Scientific name: Charaxes cithaeron (Felder, 1859) 

Wingspan: 7.0-8.0 cm 



25 
 

Notes: An elegant blue charaxes with pronounced sexual dimorphism.  Males are 

brilliant with deep cobalt wings with greenish-blue spots and gold markings on the edges 

of the hind wings. Females have continuous white apical band on the forewing upper side 

and a wide diffuse band on the hind wings. Caterpillars feed on a variety of plants 

including Leguminosae (Albizia, Afzelia, Acacia), Ulmaceae (Hippocratea) Linaceae 

(Hugonia). 

 

Common name: Koppie Charaxes 

Scientific name: Charaxes saturnus (Butler, 1865) 

Wingspan: 6.0-6.5 cm 

Notes: Pretty butterfly with dark brown wings with a broad orange band traversing all 

wings. Orange marginal lunules on all the four wings.  Hind wings have bluish marginal 

markings. The hind wing has two sharply pointed tails. Widespread species occurring in 

woodland, savanna, bush and dry lands. Adults feed on dung or fermenting sap on trees. 

Caterpillars feed on a variety of plants including Malvaceae (Hibiscus), Euphorbiaceae 

(Croton) Leguminoceae (Bauhimia, Alfzelia). 
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Common name: Natal Pansy 

Scientific name: Junonia natalica (Felder, 1860) 

Wingspan: 4.0-4.5 cm 

Notes: A pretty medium sized butterfly.  Easily recognized by the four white spots on the 

sub apical area of the forewing upper side. The upper sides of the wings are brown with 

pale orange and grey markings. The underside of the wings are brown and leaf-like. The 

species is common in forest and woodland areas.  Common along roads in forests. 

Caterpillars feed on various species of Acaranthaceae.  

   

Common name: Chirinda Bush Brown  

Scientific name: Bicyclus campinus (Aurivillius, 1901) 

Notes: Variable species with half of the basal underside of the wings very dark and the 

other half is distinctly lighter. The discal line on the forewing underside is not angled 
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nearly 90 degrees. Sexes are similar. This is a species of the denser savanna and open 

forest habitats. Relatively common in coastal forests and Taita and Sagalla Hills. 

Caterpillars feed on various grasses belonging to family Poaceae 

    

Common name: Clouded Mother-of-Pearl 

Scientific name: Salamis anacardii (Linne, 1758) 

Wingspan: 6.0-7.0 cm  

Notes: An elegant butterfly similar to Forest Mother-of-Pearl but can be distinguished 

by being smaller with more black apical and marginal markings. The forewings are less 

falcate. The species is common in dense savanna and deciduous forest.  The larval food 

plants are Acaranthaceae (Iopsis, Asystasia, Justicia, Brillantaisia) 

  

Common name: Common Evening Brown 

Scientific name: Melanitis leda (Linne, 1758) 
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Wingspan: 5.8-7.5 cm 

Notes: This is unmistakable, easily recognized butterfly with points on both the fore and 

hind wings. The upper sides are brown with a large orange patch surrounding a black spot 

with white dot. The undersides display leaf-like camouflage. The patterns on the wing 

shapes vary seasonally. Sexes are similar. Shy species remaining hidden in the 

undergrowth and leaf litter. Mostly active at dusk. Caterpillars feed on various grasses 

including Setaria spp.  

  

Common name: Dark Blue Pansy 

Scientific name: Junonia oenone (Linne, 1758) 

Wingspan: 3.5-4.0 cm 

Notes: A common medium-sized butterfly that is most recognizable by everyone. The 

wings have dark velvet-black ground color and shiny blue patches on the hind wings. The 

females are less dark and the blue spots may be obscured. Have eyespots and variable 

white markings on the edges tips of the wings. One of the most common and well known 

butterflies normally found in gardens, parks and natural habitats. Caterpillars feed on 

many species of Acaranthaceae.  
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Common name: Pied Piper 

Scientific name: Eurytela hiarbas (Rothschild & Jordan, 1903) 

Wingspan: 4.5-5.5 cm 

Notes: A pretty, easily recognizable butterfly. Wings are a deep, black with a white band 

running in an unbroken line from the outer part of the forewing into the hindwing. 

Edges of the wings are wavy. Common and wide spread species in a range of habitats 

including forest, woodland, riverine areas and moist bush. Caterpillars feed on Tragia 

and Dalechampia (Euphorbiaceae)  

 

Common name: Joker 

Scientific name: Byblia ilithyia (Drury, 1819) 

Wingspan: 3.0-3.5 cm 
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Notes: A medium-sized butterfly that is very similar to the closely related African Joker. 

A full line of round discal spots across the upper side of the hind wings distinguishes this 

species. The sub-marginal dark line continues to the apex on the underside of the 

forewing. Common species in Kenya, but most frequently encountered in dry bush and 

savanna regions. Caterpillars feed on Euphorbiaceae including Tragia, Dalechampia and 

Ricinus). 

  

Common name: Common Leopard Fritillary 

Scientific name: Phalanta phalanta (Rothschild & Jordan, 1903) 

Wingspan: 4.0-5.0 cm 

Notes: An elegant medium-sized butterfly. Wings are orange in color with fine lines and 

spots. The species can be distinguished from its related species by more spots in the discal 

area of all four wings. The underside of the wings are paler, like a dry leaf. Common and 

widespread species often involved in migrations. It is mainly a butterfly of open 

formations, but also found in dense forests. The flight is rapid and dancing. Caterpillars 

are gregarious and feed on a wide range of plants families including Flacourtiaceae, 

Celastraceae, Euphorbiaceae, Rubiaceae and Salicaceae.  
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Common name: Orange Acraea 

Scientific name: Acraea eponina (Cramer, 1780) 

Wingspan: 3.5-4.0 cm 

Notes: A small sized butterfly, very familiar in the region. All the four wings are bright 

orange with black markings on the borders. Distinguished by combination of marginal 

lunules on the hind wing upper side and on the underside of all four wings and the isolated 

apical orange patch. The abdomen is spotted with yellow. Common and wide spread in a 

wide range of habitats. Essentially a species of savanna. Flies low, keeping close to the 

ground. Both sexes are fond of visiting flowers. Larvae feed on a wide range of plants, 

including Malvaceae (Hibiscus, Sida), Solanaceae (Nicotiana), Convolvulaceae (Ipomea), 

Tiliaceae (Triumfetta). 

   

Common name: Common Tiger 

Scientific name: Danaus chrysippus (Linne, 1758) 

Wingspan: 6.5-7.5 cm 
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Notes: Beautiful distinctive butterfly with deep orange ground color on all the wings with 

a broad black apical patch enclosing white spots. The species is polymorphic, occurring 

in several forms, in combination of orange, black and white. The species is toxic, making 

it unpalatable to predators. The species coloration mimicked by other butterfly species to 

avoid predators. The species found in range of habitats, including gardens, open 

woodland, savanna and bush. Caterpillars primarily consume plants in the genus 

Asclepias, commonly known as milkweed containing toxic compounds, cardenolides.  
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SKIPPERS  (HESPERIIDAE) 
 

Common name: Transvaal Grizzled Skipper 

Scientific name: Spialia colotes (Trimen, 1889) 

Wingspan: 2.1-2.8 cm  

Notes: A small-sized skipper similar to other members in the genus. The forewings are 

pointed. Median band of hind wing underside composed of separate spots. The spots in 

the hind wings are not uniformly aligned. Relatively common in dry and moist savanna. 

Also, found in forest clearings. Flies low down, often resting on low shrubs or the ground 

in the shade of trees. Both sexes are fond of flowers. Caterpillars feed on Hibiscus and 

Pavonia (Malvaceae). 

  

Common name: Lasser Millet Skipper 

Scientific name: Pelopidas mathias (Fabricius, 1798) 

Wingspan: 3.2-3.6 cm  

Notes: A medium-sized, pretty skipper easily recognizable. The wings are dark brown 

with a series of hyaline spots. The male forewing upper side has characteristic, prominent 

linear scent of scales (brand). The brand is black in this species. Hind wing underside has 

a series of prominent white spots making a circle shape.  The females lack the scent of 

scales on the forewings. Common butterfly species, occurring in most types of habitat. 

The flight is very powerful, basking in sunshine and coming to flowers. Males are 

territorial. Caterpillars feed on Poaceae (Ehrharta, Zea, Andropogon, Panicum). 
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