
Unl ike  For t  Jesus  in  Mombasa  and  the  For t  in  Lamu
which  were  bu i l t  by  fore igners ,  the  S iyu  people  bu i l t
the i r  own for t .  Ora l  t rad i t ion  mainta ins  that  the  for t
was  bu i l t  by  one  of  S iyu ' s  g reat  leaders ,  Bwana
Mataka  in  the  19th  century  to  sa feguard  S iyu
res idents  f rom Omani  dominat ion .  The  for t
const ructed  of  cora l  wi th  a  smal l  mosque  wi th in  i t
was  gazet ted  in  1958 as  a  Nat iona l  Monument .  Apar t
f rom the  for t ,  S iyu  hosts  the  remains  of  magni f i cent
tombs  and  mosques .  Fur thermore ,  the  v i l l age  i s  we l l
es tab l i shed  in  lea ther  c ra f t  and  wood carv ing  cot tage
indust ry

LAMU MUSEUMS, SITES &

MONUMENTS

S I Y U  F O R T

T A K W A  R U I N S

Located  on  Manda  I s land  and cover ing  about  12  acres ,
the  ru ins  are  the  remains  of  a  Swahi l i  town that
f lour i shed  between the  15 th  to  17 th  centur ies .  The
set t lement  was  abandoned in  the  17 th  century  due  to
sa l inat ion  of  the  f resh  water  and  endless  f ights  wi th
the  people  of  Pate .  The  s i te  has  a  s tand ing  s t ructure
of  a  mosque  remains ,  a  tomb and par ts  o f  the  town
wal l  wi th  t races  of  Nor th  and  South  gates .  Access ing
the  ru ins  of  Takwa takes  a  30 minutes  boat  r ide  f rom
Lamu town.  The  s i te  i s  very  p leasant  for  a  casua l
v i s i t  which  can  be  complemented  by  a  p icn ic  and
overn ight  bonf i re  camping

THE CRADLE  OF  SWAHIL I  C IV IL IZAT ION

CONST ITUT ING 5  THEMATIC  MUSEUMS IN  THE  LAMU OLD TOWN WORLD HERITAGE S ITE  AS  WELL  AS  TAKWA

RUINS  ON MANDA ISLAND AND S IYU  FORT  ON PATE  ISLAND &  TENS  OF  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  S ITES  ON THE

LAMU MAINLAND

 



Lamu o ld  town has  been inhab i ted  by  human be ings  for  over  700 years ,  and  i s
recognized  as  the  c rad le  of  Swahi l i  c i v i l i za t ion  harbour ing  numerous  r i ch  Swahi l i
cu l tures  and  arch i tec ture  and  i s  the  on ly  coasta l  town in  Eas t  Af r i ca  to  have
reta ined  i t s  va lues  desp i te  c iv i l i za t ion .  
By  the  14th  century  i t  had  a l ready  es tab l i shed  i t se l f  as  a  r i ch  t rad ing  town
export ing  mangrove  po les ,  ambergr i s  and  cerea ls  to  the  far  Eas t  countr ies  such  as
Arab ia ,  Pers ia ,  Ind ia  and  Ch ina  in  re turn  they  exchanged Ch inese  porce la in  and
Pers ian  rugs .
The  anc ient  town has  un ique  arch i tec ture  expressed  in  a  d iverse  number  of
bu i ld ings ,  i l lus t ra t ing  the  range  of  cu l tura l  in f luences  on  i t s  bu i l t  her i tage  that
spans  hundreds  of  years  f rom European ,  Arab ian ,  Pers ian  and  Ind ian  or ig ins .
These  in ter twine  wi th  loca l  Swahi l i  techniques  to  produce  a  d i s t inc t  aes thet i c .
Lamu’s  r i ch  tang ib le  and  in tang ib le  cu l ture  which  compr ises  mus ic ,  a r t ,  dance ,
cu l inary  and  re l ig ious  ce lebrat ions  such  as  the  Maul id  led  to  i t s  inscr ipt ion  as  a
Wor ld  Her i tage  S i te  in  2001  by  UNESCO

L A M U  O L D  T O W N

Founded in the 8th Century, the town has a long maritime tradition; is centre for arts and culture; a prominent
centre for Islamic scholarship; practice & propagation with a unique traditional urban architecture

 

A 16th  Century  Swahi l i  s tone-house  which  exempl i f ies
the  domest i c  l i fe  o f  a  typ ica l  nob le/merchant  c lass
fami ly  home.  I t  was  renovated  in  1980 and of f i c ia l ly
opened as  a  museum in  1987 .  A  wa lk  through  th is
un ique  museum g ives  v i s i tors  a  f i r s t-hand g l impse  of  a
t rad i t iona l  Swahi l i  house  setup  of  i t s  we l l -p lanned
bedrooms ,  bathrooms and l i v ing  areas  for  d i f ferent
day-to-day  l i fe  as  wel l  as  spec ia l  day  purposes .
Trad i t iona l  furn i ture  has  been added to  the  house  to
g ive  i t  i t s  authent ic i ty .

Or ig ina l ly  bu i l t  as  a  res idence  in  the  la te  1800 's ,  i t  was
renovated  by  a  German consu l  Mr  Gustav  Dernhadt  who
transformed i t   in to  on  of  the  ear l ies t  post  o f f i ces  in  Eas t
Af r i ca  to  enab le  communicat ion  of  the  German protectorate  in
Witu  to  be  served  f rom Lamu- a  wel l -es tab l i shed  town wi th
l inks  to  the  outs ide  wor ld .  The  post  o f f i ce  was  operat iona l
br ie f ly  f rom 1888 to  1891  a f ter  the  wi thdrawal  o f  German
set t lements  in  Wi tu .  The  post  o f f i ce  was  res tored  and  now
houses  photograph ic  exh ib i t s  and  memorab i l i a  showing  the
long  h is tor i ca l  re la t ionsh ip  between Germany and Kenya .  

S W A H I L I  H O U S E  M U S E U M

G E R M A N  P O S T  O F F I C E

Bui l t  in  1821  shor t ly  a f ter  the  bat t le  o f  She la  to  protect  the
town aga inst  the  forces  of  Pate  and  Mombasa ,  the  for t  served
as  a  gar r i son  unt i l  1910 ,  when i t  was  turned  in to  a  pr i son
before  be ing  handed over  to  the  Nat iona l  Museums of  Kenya
in  1984 .  Today ,  the  for t  i s  the  most  important  soc io-cu l tura l
centre  in  the  Lamu Old  Town,  and  a l so  houses  the  i s land ’s
on ly  pub l i c  l ib rary .  

L A M U  F O R T


